
Finding Your Own Accommodation 

At CELT, we believe that homestay is an excellent accommodation choice, and it is the 
type of accommodation we actively recommend. 

For students under 18, staying in homestay accommodation is required unless 
alternative arrangements are made with a family member or responsible adult. This is 
because your safety and well-being are our priority. 

For adult learners, we also recommend homestay as it offers a great opportunity to 
improve your English outside the classroom. Additionally, we manage and regularly visit 
our homestays to ensure quality. However, we understand that some adults may prefer 
not to stay in homestay accommodation. This guide outlines what you need to consider 
if you choose to organize your accommodation independently. It is important to weigh 
the advantages and disadvantages and check what is included before making a 
decision. 

 

Advantages of Independent Accommodation 

• You have the freedom to go out and return whenever you like without needing to 
inform a host family. 

• You can choose what and when to eat, enjoying total flexibility over your meals. 

• You control when and how long the heating is on. 

• Cleaning can be done on your own schedule, or you can hire a cleaner if you 
prefer not to do it yourself. 

• You are not required to follow any school accommodation rules. 

• You can usually invite guests as you please, with no restrictions on how many, 
how late, or how long they stay. 

 

Disadvantages of Independent Accommodation 

• Most privately rented accommodations require a minimum rental period of six 
months. If you leave early, you may still be required to pay for the entire period. 

• Extra bills such as gas, electricity, water, council tax, and internet are not 
included in the rent and will need to be paid separately. 

• If you rent an unfurnished property, you will need to buy your own furniture. 

• Owning a TV requires you to purchase a TV licence by law. 

• You may not have as many opportunities to practise speaking English with local 
people. 



• If you live alone, it can be lonely. However, larger residences often have a social 
atmosphere, with students from all over the world. 

 

Bills If you decide to live independently, you will almost certainly need to pay bills. Bills 
are usually due monthly or quarterly and cover costs such as gas, electricity, water, and 
the internet. Common bills include: 

• Gas / Electricity 

• Internet / Telephone service 

• Parking permits 

TV Licence If you have a TV in your private accommodation, you will need to purchase a 
TV licence. The annual cost is £169.50 (as of 2024), which can be paid in full or in 
installments. Payment methods include direct debit, cheque, or cash at any local pay 
point. UK TV licensing is strict, and failure to have a licence can result in a fine of up to 
£1,000. For more information, visit TV Licensing. 

Council Tax Always check with the landlord how much council tax you will be 
responsible for paying, as it can be a significant amount. You may be eligible for a 
discount if you live alone or are in full-time education. For more details, you can visit 
the Cardiff Council Tax website. 

Finding Out More – Useful Contacts Please note that CELT recommends homestay 
accommodation and cannot take responsibility for the quality or service provided by 
independently arranged accommodation. 

CELT does not have formal arrangements with any of the residences, companies, or 
websites listed below. Please ensure that you take full responsibility for your choice of 
independent accommodation. 

Websites that offer places to rent include: 

• Rightmove 

• Zoopla 

• Prime Location 

• On the Market 

When searching, consider the area (e.g., Cathays or Cardiff Bay), the distance from your 
desired location, the number of bedrooms, and your budget. Always verify if the 
property is fully furnished. 

Student Residences For a more social living experience, you might consider a private 
student residence. These usually require a contract of at least 40 weeks. You will also 
need to decide whether you want an independent flat with your own kitchen (a studio) 

https://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8sDJS3MV3nNHLA5Ko56Ys6jX-R05-eR9AVa554m_Z5bUGzOhonLv9xoCpCUQAvD_BwE
https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/resident/Council-tax/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-to-rent/Cardiff.html
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/to-rent/property/cardiff/
https://www.primelocation.com/to-rent/property/cardiff/
https://www.onthemarket.com/to-rent/property/cardiff/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8ufeXZd1W8kTyWq6UqTf1uCVjIZbKbsNMnaVtKUoR0S0FD4tNyrX-hoCowgQAvD_BwE


or if you're happy to share a kitchen (and sometimes a bathroom) with others. Below is 
a list of student residences in Cardiff. Please search online for more details: 

• Glendower House 

• Crown Place 

• Bridge Street Exchange 

• Eclipse 

• Howard Gardens 

• Vita Student Cardiff Park Place 

• Gloucester Place Cardiff 

• The West Wing 

• The Neighbourhood 

• City Heights 

• Zenith 

• The Fitzalan 

• Lumis Student Living 

• Arofan House 

• Clodien House 

• Ty Pont Haearn 

• The Bakery 

• Blackweir Lodge 

 

Estate Agencies for Private Rentals Some smaller agencies do not appear on Zoopla 
or Rightmove. Here are a few local agencies: 

• Cardiff Apartments Tel: +44 2920 706662 

• 2 Let 2 Tel: +44 2922 430287 

• Peter Alan Tel: +44 2922 430192 

• Pinnacle Tel: +44 2922 430198 

• Jeffrey Ross Students Tel: +44 2920 499680 

• Cardiff Student Letting Tel: +44 2922 430355 

 

https://www.cardiffbay.co.uk/listings/cardiff-apartments/
https://www.2let2.co.uk/
https://www.peteralan.co.uk/properties/lettings#/
https://pinnacle-group.com/property-to-rent
https://www.jeffreyross.co.uk/renting/
https://www.cardiffstudentletting.com/

